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Toyota Fund for Europe pledges another €1 million to community projects in 2009
The Toyota Fund for Europe (TFfE) has today announced 15 grants totalling more than €1 million to support “grass-root” community activities focusing on the environment, road safety and technical education. Starting in 2009, the grants will set in motion four new initiatives – ranging from tree planting to new driver education – and ensure the continuation of 11 others. Projects will be coordinated by partner NGOs and Toyota companies in 24 European countries.   

‘The quality of the proposals exceeded all expectations,’ said Graham Smith, Chairman of the Toyota Fund for Europe, and Senior Vice-President of External Affairs and Environmental Affairs at TME. ‘Each year that we develop this programme, we are seeing how small ideas can have a terrific impact on everyday lives with the right level of financial backing and practical support,’ he added.  
The fund welcomes four new partners in 2009, including the Irish School of Excellence, which will establish a 10-week training programme on safe driver practices in 200 secondary schools nation-wide. They are joined by the Ekopolis Foundation in Slovakia – a local NGO that provides funding to community groups to help keep the country’s many national parks clean and green. 
Toyota will also continue its collaboration with global conservation group, WWF, supporting its Climate Roadshow across Eastern Europe. A specially-fitted Toyota Dyna truck has already toured six countries, showing communities how they can reduce their carbon footprint via smarter habits and more energy-efficient appliances. The campaign aims to reduce electricity consumption in households by 2%, and has already collected some 10,000 eco-friendly commitments from road-show participants.  
TME established the Toyota Fund for Europe in 2002 to lead and partner with non-profit organisations on community activities that support the environment, technical education and road safety. Since its establishment, the fund has approved 119 grants across 60 projects, representing a total of €7 million in financial support. In 2008, 77% of grants were allocated to environmental projects, 20% to road safety projects and 3% to education projects. Eligible organisations are invited to submit project proposals to the Toyota Fund for Europe via their website: www.toyotafund.eu.
Notes to the editors: 
Toyota Motor Europe NV/SA (TME) oversees the wholesale sales and marketing of Toyota and Lexus vehicles, parts and accessories, and Toyota’s European manufacturing and engineering operations. Toyota directly and indirectly employs around 80,000 people in Europe and has invested over €7 billion since 1990. In 2007, Toyota sold 1,238,638 Toyota and Lexus vehicles in Europe, enjoying its 11th consecutive record year of sales. For more information, go to http://www.toyota.eu.
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